anu less oneii escape iroin u an man is uie ety. Taken together, it seems to us that these characteristics predispose Chinese cities to be more orderly places than are the cities we are familiar with, even without considering the institutions that are specifically designed to control the activities of people living there. The organizational systems into which urbanites are grouped turn out to be fairly distinctive as well.
THE URBAN ORGANIZATIONAL SYSTEM
There are two fundamental principles by which urban life is organized: the work unit and the neighborhood. For the minority of urbanites whose work units have housing compounds attached to the workplace that house most employees, neighborhood organizations may be irrelevant, as the work unit will supervise most facets of the lives of its employees and their families. An inclusive "company town" setting may be fostered within a complex cityscape. The work unit of course supervises the activities of its employees on the job, and it may also run nursery schools and kindergartens, health clinics, recreational facilities, sports teams, and other activities for those within its orbit. Employees who wish to marry must receive approval from their work unit authorities to do so, as for that matter must those who wish to divorce. Work units regularly convene meetings of their
3There are also few "broken homes" in the sense that these are written about in literature on juvenile delinquency in the West, since official policies strongly discourage divorce and require repeated mediation of marital disputes. However, two other family situations may not be as favorable in terms of the family's role in fostering orderly behavior of its members. A certain number of homes are "broken" because of job assignments to places away from the parents or because of marriage of people with household registrations in different communities. Also, a very high percentage of younger mothers are fully employed, as are fathers. Thus there are a fair number of "latchkey children" who don't have parents around to supervise them after school, and if no grandparent is at home and the school makes no special effort to supervise them, they may not receive much supervision except informally, from neighbors.